The Window

Photo Credit: R. Kello

A monthly newsletter published for the parish and friends
of Christ Episcopal Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky

MARCH 2020
Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends,
On Monday of this week, nearly forty community leaders gathered at the Eagle Ridge Retreat
Center to begin a two-year process of intentionally reimagining how material poverty is
addressed in Bowling Green and Warren County. The City Shapers process is an outflow of
the Reimagine Charity event that Christ Church co-hosted with HOTEL, INC. last August. At
that event, we learned about how the traditional models of charity – those who have giving
something to those who have not – aren’t always the best approach. Not that this model is
inherently bad, or even that it needs to go away entirely, but that it glosses over the profound
difference between crisis and chronic needs.
This new way of thinking about
charity struck a chord with a diverse
group of people – from city
employees to non-profit leaders to
business owners to the faith
community. With the help of the
Lupton Center from Historic South
Atlanta, seven teams will spend the
next two years assessing our
programs and the community’s
needs, aligning resources, and
activating a plan (or maybe several
plans) to address the needs of those
experiencing material poverty in the West End of Bowling Green and the wider community.
It will require a lot of time, a lot of prayer, and a lot of work to move through the three
phases over the next 24 months. It will also require a lot more people than those who met at
Eagle Ridge last week.
In the coming months, you’ll might be invited to take a survey, to attend a community
meeting, to be interviewed, or to share your story. I hope that you’ll engage in the process as
best as you are able. The more voices we hear from, the better and more truthful our
assessment can be, and with better assessment comes better results.
I’m grateful to the Vestry for allocating the resources from our Porter Sims Trust funds to
pay for our portion of the consulting fees. I’m excited for the team Christ Church has
working this, as well. Kevin Brooks, Shelley Carter, Susan Cook, Paula Maier, Kellie
Mysinger, and Barbie Tatman will represent us well and are committed to the task at hand.
Thank you also to Laura Goodwin for her willingness to serve on the Habitat for Humanity
team.
You’ll be hearing a lot more about City Shapers, but in the meantime, I invite you to pray for
our community as we rethink how we live out the Gospel call to love our neighbors.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
It doesn’t take much of a break to realize just how deeply what kind of content that we consume
significantly shapes how we see the world around us. When I spent three months living in Brazil about
a decade ago, one of the things that I noticed was the relief that I felt in navigating the streets. I was
learning Portuguese and had a conversational grasp, but billboards and most signs were far above my
language ability. It was so freeing to not be constantly assaulted with commercials and messages
telling me what I needed or who I ought to be.
One of the things that I am hoping to be more intentional about in this season, and in this year,
is what kind of content I consume; endless scrolling on various social media or a streaming service that
automatically plays the next episode are defaults that I need to disrupt. One of the ways that I am doing
this is to give up television and streaming shows; it won’t be easy, but I’m looking forward to the relief
that I felt on those city streets in Brazil. I anticipate that not constantly being ‘on’ will help me be more
fully present to those around me, and to where God might be calling.
In addition to that, I’m also trying to read more. It happens to
most folks I know, but picking up a reading habit after being in
seminary is tricky. So much of the work that goes on then is required
reading, and so once it’s no longer required, it takes a while to get
back into reading for fun. There was a long list of books waiting for
me to read them, but as I work through that list, I’m starting to seek
out books. And in that, I’m trying to be more intentional about whose
voice I invite in by intentionally reading people who are not like me.
Incorporating voices of color, or perspectives that are new and
intriguing to me, have helped guide and shape my choices.
For the month of February, I only read black voices, and I was
surprised at how much it has changed me and my perspective. I read some of the greats and I read
people who I know and admire; none of them were of the same mind or perspective on everything and
the thing that has stuck with me the most is just how transformative nuance can be. To have a nuanced
perspective on a community of which I am not a part forces me to hold a 3-D picture; it makes me
resist flattening the perspective of those who differ from me.
Recently, I’ve been struck by the phrase, posture of curiosity. I’m quite enthralled these days
with the idea that taking on a posture of curiosity can change how quickly we react to something or
what assumptions we might make about it. I wonder what taking on this posture of curiosity would
mean for you in your own fast this Lenten season? If your fast is food related, begin to get curious
about where your food comes from, or how it got to your table. If you are taking a break from social
media, maybe get curious about how you are different from when those scrolling voices speak into
your life, and consider if and how you are better without them. If you, like me, are limiting your
content consumption, whether television or podcasts, perhaps a posture of curiosity can help you
understand who gets to take up space in your limited attention, and how does giving attention to
something orient us to God or others?
Whatever your fast holds, my prayer is that you are able to grow in faith and repentance this
holy season!

From The Presiding Bishop
Late Epiphany 2020
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
I greet you in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
I am writing to you as we look ahead to Holy Week, with its focus
on our Lord’s sacrificial offering of love on the cross and our
response in faith to that outpouring of love for us and for all of
creation.
Love is at the heart of the meaning of the cross. Love is at the heart
of the life Christ calls us to live.
Love is at the heart of the movement Jesus began and which we live
in our own time.
Love is at the foundation of the Good Friday Offering of our Church
which provides an opportunity for every parish throughout our
Church to be connected with the ministry of love and compassion
carried out by our Anglican sisters and brothers throughout the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle
East.
I believe our partnership with those who keep the faith of Jesus alive in the region, where our Lord
walked and began his movement, is a significant aspect of our work as part of the church catholic.
The Good Friday Offering provides hope and opportunity for students, patients, needy families and
more in the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East. We do make a difference. This is
important. I have witnessed this Jesus-inspired compassion and commitment at work with my own
eyes.
Thank you for considering this important witness to the love of Jesus across our Church. May God
bless you and keep you always. I remain
Your brother in Christ,

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

GOOD FRIDAY OFFERING

“Sheltered Workshop” program at Princess Basma Center, Jerusalem.
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In the year 46CE a famine descended upon Jerusalem.
When St. Paul learned of this he decided to raise funds
among the churches he had established in Galatia and
Greece to bring relief to the ‘saints’ in Jerusalem.
Christianity was in its infancy, and signiﬁcant debate was
under way about how Jewish a believer had to be to be a
follower of Jesus. St. James, leader
of the church in Jerusalem and St. Paul, apostle to the
Gentiles (as he came to be known) struggled with how to
resolve this tension. Paul’s letters and the Book of Acts
are full of the details of this identity crisis.
And then there’s the famine . . . Despite the issues
surrounding whether or not baptism was enough to
demonstrate one’s faith in Christ, there were the real and
ongoing needs of the saints in Jerusalem. St. Paul knew
of the need of his sisters and brothers in Christ in the Holy
City
and wrote (and no doubt preached) extensively to
encourage others to be generous from their own pockets
to provide for the needs of others – in this case, the
‘saints’ in Jerusalem.

St. Paul recognized the spiritual beneﬁt of the
connection between his gentile followers of Jesus,
spread at that time throughout modern Turkey and
Greece, with the faithful in
the land where Jesus was born, lived, died and rose
again. St.
Paul would never use a term like ‘solidarity’ to describe
the importance of this relationship with the believers in
Jerusalem, but that is what he sought. He sought a sense
of solidarity,
a unity of spirit beyond the categories of ‘Jew’ or ‘gentile’ –
indeed being neither male nor female, but one in Christ
Jesus.
The Good Friday Offering carries on a similar witness as
a tangible connection between Christians in the Episcopal
Church and the saints, Christians throughout the Province
of Jerusalem and the Middle East who welcome our
prayers, advocacy and ﬁnancial support in keeping the
faith alive
through their ministries of education, health care, pastoral
care and hospitality throughout the Land of the Holy One.
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From The Stewardship Committee
Recently the Stewardship Committee reflected on our 2019 campaign and prayerfully made
plans for the upcoming year. We are overwhelmingly grateful for the faithful contribution of
your gifts and resources to the Church last year. As a result of your giving, we are a step closer
to growing our various ministries in our community and fulfilling our commitment to making
our talented staff members full time employees of the Church. Again, we express our gratitude
for helping achieve our vision to “Share the Joy” in 2020
As we move into the first quarter of this new year, the committee is looking toward our 2020
stewardship campaign where we will ask for everyone to “Step Up” their contribution of the
resources with which we all have been so abundantly blessed. Together, we can all find ways to
do and give a little more to move us toward the growth and development in our shared ministry
and service to the community! We encourage you to be in prayer about the variety of ways you
can love and serve Christ Church. Let’s all STEP UP together!

March 1st: Circle: Prayer Journaling - 5pm-7pm: Join us we learn about the practice of
prayer journaling. Dinner provided. EYC Lounge
March 15th: Backpack Meals with Feeding America: 2pm-4pm We will meet at the Family
Enrichment Center (1133 Adams St) to help prepare Backpack Meals for upcoming school breaks.
March 20th-22nd: Spring Gathering at All Saints - Join youth from across the Diocese of
Kentucky as we share a weekend of formation, fellowship, and fun at All Saint’s Center in
Leitchfield.
March 29th: Movie Night: Join us as we enjoy a fellowship meal and watch a film together.
Dinner provided. EYC Lounge
Please contact Karen Crabtree (karen@cecbg.com) for more information.

From Episcopal Relief & Development
On Contagious Diseases in Church - Still in the midst of a severe flu season and with increased attention
on the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and its spread around the globe, Episcopal Relief and Development and
the Diocese of Kentucky have issued some basic guidelines for preventing the spread of contagious
diseases in church. On our end, Christ Church will make hand sanitizer available at the two main entrances
to the Nave, as well as having it in Surface and Moore Halls. Clergy distributing wafers will sanitize their
hands after the Peace to ensure the safety of our communicants. To help us all out, we ask that you follow a
few simple guidelines as well.
· If you are sick, please stay home.
· Wash your hands after using the restroom, coughing or sneezing, and before handling food.
· If you feel uncomfortable shaking hands, a wave hello or eye contact and a hand on your heart at the
Peace are certainly acceptable alternatives.
Finally, studies have shown that when it is wiped with a clean purificator and rotated after each
communicant, sipping from the common cup, whether it is silver or ceramic, is the most sanitary way to
receive the consecrated wine at communion. If you would prefer to intinct, please ensure that your fingers
do not dip into the wine or tap the inside of the chalice. Also, please remember that receiving in one kind,
that is bread or wine only, does not diminish the efficacy of the Eucharist. God's ability to impart grace
exists well beyond our need to prevent the spread of communicable diseases.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to Father Steve or Mother Becca.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

HELP Ministry
The Churches United In Christ Help Ministry is one of the oldest outreach
ministries of Christ Church. In partnership with the four other downtown
Christian churches, we attempt to assist families with their electric bill,
emergency prescriptions ,gasoline for an out of town doctor appointment, etc.
For the past several months, the NEED has far exceeded our resources to
help. In order to effectively sustain this ministry we need for members to step
up with a pledge of $10 or more per week. The Help Ministry at Christ
Church currently distributes about $1,000 per month to those in need using a
voucher system. We only help an individual once every 12 months.
Help Ministry is a beautiful way to help your own community and share
God’s love to friends and neighbors in need.

Wednesday Community Lunch Ministry
Wednesday Lunch Ministry would love help stocking the pantry. You
can contact Mary Cash if you would like to donate food. The
ministry is also low on funds, so financial gifts are always welcomed!

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer meets on Wednesdays at 12:40pm
Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10)
Do you sometimes feel the noise of the world puts you on overload? Do
you ever seek a few quiet moments just to sit in silence so you can “hear”
what is really important? If so, then we may be the group for you. No
preparation is needed. Come as you are. All are welcome. To learn more,
please contact Sue Edwards (sumace2@gmail.com).

MEALS, INC
Christ Episcopal Church is responsible for Meals,Inc. once per quarter.
Anyone interested in helping with pickup of food, setup or delivery,
please contact Kathy Wise-Leonard.

English Country Dance
English Country Dance will meet on
March 15th at 2pm

English Country Dance is back at Christ
Church. Social dances from the 1700s (think
Jane Austen), to the present, in the English
Country Dance style. All dances are taught and prompted. No partner is necessary. All ages are
welcome and beginners are always encouraged. We meet the 3rd Sunday of each month in Surface Hall
from 2:00—3:30pm. There is no charge. Please wear non-marking, comfortable shoes. For more
information, please contact Jan Campbell (270-535-2258)

Daughters Of The King (DOK)
Sunday March 1st
11:30 AM
The Daughters will gather in the Chapel for prayer and fellowship.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ Church to join
us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month in the Conference Room
at 8:00am for fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, March 7th & 21st.

Second Thursday Lunch Bunch
Come join the Lunch Bunch at
Cambridge Market & Cafe
(760 Campbell Lane)
on Thursday, March 12, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.
Please note that we will meet at the new
restaurant of Cambridge Market at a located at
Buckhead Square on Campbell Lane. If you have
any questions feel free to contact:
Ann Esterle at 270- 782-3342 or
Becky McCraney at 270-842-8279.

Conversations with Scripture
Beginning on Sunday, February 23, 2020, the Conversations
with Scripture group will begin a study of the Gospel of John.
A resource from the Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars
Study Series written by Cynthia Briggs Kittredge will be used.
All are welcome to attend; join us as we listen to one another
and add our own memories of how Jesus serves us as
inexhaustible source of love, power, and good news. This layled class meets in Cates Lounge.

Friends of Music Ministry
There are many ways you can help the Music Ministry at
Christ Church! We always appreciate your prayers!
If God has given you a musical gift please come
join us! Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays
at 7:30, or join us for special services such as Lenten
Evensong, the Great Vigil, and Easter.
Contact Ken Stein (Ken@cecbg.com) for rehearsal
times before those services.
You can be a Friend of Music by giving specifically to Friends of Music fund. This helps us
with instrumental musicians for our special services.
Other ways to help:
Sewing— upkeep of our choir robes used in services, and making costumes for special events.
Boar’s Head Festival (Madrigal Dinner) set-up, decoration and clean-up.

Pastoral Care Meal Ministry
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Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing that
we are cared for. A prepared and delivered meal is
one expression of love and caring that many of us
are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral Care
Committee would like to organize this effort so
that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

Healing Service
Wednesdays
12:00pm in the Nave

The Parish Register
Birthdays
03/01

Mike Buchanon Sr.

03/09

David Burch

03/18

Carrie Buchanon

03/02

David Attaway

03/09

Barbara Powell

03/18

Christopher Sigler

03/02

Polly Moore

03/11

Kate Dale

03/20

Donnie Sowell

03/02

Roman Tabor

03/12

Phyllis Hancock

03/21

Henry Gilbert

03/02

Andre Valk

03/12

Camden Travelsted

03/21

Crystal Stiles

03/04

Jeff Cash

03/12

Tara Winters

03/24

Shelby Moore

03/04

Christopher Chaffin

03/13

Martha Parker

03/25

Tim Brotherton

03/05

Richard Dort

03/13

Henry Pepper

03/26

Michelle Trawick

03/06

Paige Dale

03/13

Jimmy Stewart Jr.

03/27

Helen Kereiakes

03/06

Jennifer Lindsey

03/14

Doug Lawhorn

03/29

Nya Stevens

03/06

Sylas Stevens

03/15

Skip Cleavinger

03/30

Bebe Grimsley-Smith

03/07

Matilda Botwin

03/15

Heather Pillow

03/31

Sue Edwards

03/07

Drew Mitchell

03/16

Felton Adams III

03/31

Dominic Frassinelli

03/08

Brooke Carmichael

03/16

Cindy Peterson

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any
communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our weekly
electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar
along with the Ministry Scheduler under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at
www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese. You
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
TBA
Learn
Christian Formation
TBA
Grow
Congregational Development
TBA
Radiate
Fellowship
TBA
Radiate
Outreach
TBA
Radiate
Pastoral Care
TBA

