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of Christ Episcopal Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky

FEBRUARY 2020
Christ Episcopal Church is a community of Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.

From The Rector
Dear Friends1,
I’m a sucker for the numbers game. When numbers are up, I get jazzed. When things go down, I take it
personally. 2019 brought with it a second straight year of decrease in our Average Sunday Attendance (ASA),
which makes me sad. Mother Becca was quick, and wise, to point out that this fifteen-person decrease is
directly attributable to the growth in our parish prayer list. These fifteen, average people, have names, we
know their stories, and we pray for and visit with them with regularity. Still, while numbers aren’t the be-all
and end-all of church life, our task, as followers of Jesus is to share the Good News, which will, in time, grow
the church.
At the same time we were wrapping up the 2019 statistics, I was in a conversation with a friend of mine,
whom some of you know, the Rev. David Simmons. David was wondering aloud what research was out there
on what causes Episcopal congregations to grow. I’m fond of saying that “we can’t out Baptist the Baptists.”
We won’t be getting a praise band anytime soon. Our fog machine is James Brown with a thurible on
Christmas and Easter. How can we be authentically who we are as Episcopalians in Bowling Green while also
finding ways to reach out to potential new members?
In the midst of that conversation, I ran across a report developed by our Canon for Congregational
Development, Jason Lewis. Using the 2014 Episcopal Church News and Facts Report, Jason came up with
eight characteristics of growing congregations.
Purpose-Driven Growth – congregations know why they exist.
1. Spiritual Vitality – congregations are connecting people with God
2. Willingness to Change and Adapt – accepting that the only constant is change
3. Engaging and Vibrant Worship – Sundays are joyful, vibrant, and exciting
4. New Member Recruitment – evangelism is for everyone
5. Follow Up and Care – closing the back door by engaging with visitors
6. Active Involvement in Special Fellowship Events – people who like to be together
7. Updated Website and Communications Media – say it, and say it again
Here at Christ Church, we do some of these things really well, while we are working on some others. Our
mission statement is pervasive. We know why we do the things we do. I am profoundly grateful for your
willingness to stretch and grow, to change and adapt. I experience our Sunday worship at both 8 and 10 to be
joyful and life giving, all while also being authentically Anglican. With our new App and podcast feed, we
will be able to reach you via at least nine different sources. We could still use some work on our spiritual
vitality, which will better equip us to share the Good News. Connecting new members to ministries continues
to be an area of focus for our staff and the fellowship committee is working hard to find ways to get us
connected. In all things, we strive to do our best for the glory of God.
It isn’t just about numbers, but about the work of the Church. These characteristics of growing congregations
are indicative of how we are living into our own specific mission to worship God with joy and wonder, learn
and grow together, and radiate God’s love to all. I’m thankful for your willingness to live into that mission,
and I look forward to another year of adaptation, growth, and faithfulness.
Grace and Peace,
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This Window Article is a cross-post. It also served as the source for my remarks at Christ Church’s Annual Meeting
http://s3.amazonaws.com/dfc_attachments/public/documents/3206921/Key_Characteristics_of_Congregations_Experiencing_Growth.pdf

From The Associate Rector
Before I entered into formal discernment for the priesthood, I took up informal discernment and spent
about three years praying and asking question of God, of myself, and of my community about who I was,
who the church was, and how might my gifts best be used. And while I found the formal discernment
process and incredibly important and sacred part of my journey, I wouldn’t trade my years of informal
discernment for anything.
My discernment partners were Episcopal priests and lay folks, but also a Baptist hospital chaplain
and a devout young Muslim woman; in fact, the first person who ever named that I should become a priest
was a woman of the Baha’i faith. At the writing of this article, I am about to celebrate the second
anniversary of my priestly ordination, and my mind is drawn to reflect not just all that has happened since
then, but all that got me there in the first place.
One of my favorite illustrations of a Lenten practice was
not that we ought to beat our brows and drastically shift our
lives, but that small practices, every day, will significantly
alter where we are in 40 days. One of my seminary professors
described it as a point from which an arrow emerges, but if
you change that starting point by a tiny amount, the direction
of the arrow will be in a much different place. I always get
really excited about Lent, because I like the challenge, but it’s
also a beginning that is so full of hope. Imagine where we
might be, come Easter Day? How might you be a better
Christian, mother, grandfather, citizen?
The key to this sort of hope at the cusp of the season of
Lent, I think is a similar process of informal discernment.
Take time before Ash Wednesday on the 26th to think of what
you might forgo this season, or what practices you might take on. When we discern about a decision, big or
small, we enter into intentional prayer about the decision; we ask for God’s help in knowing which
direction we ought to go. In discernment, prayer is our constant companion; it is always with us, and when
we take time to see it, the direction it points us becomes clear.
I’m a firm believer that discernment also requires community, partially because my discernment for
Holy Orders was so rooted in community. But I think that community can help us discern many things, big
life decision or our daily Lenten practices. So, spend this time in prayer, and in conversation about what
Lent might look like for you. And discernment can be a labor-intensive, drawn out process, but it can also
be a daily one-minute prayer about what Lent might need to be for you. Enter into these few weeks before
Lent to come to prayer, to find stillness, even if it is just long enough to ask “What could this Lent hold?”
Be open to where God might be calling you, and have a conversation about it with those that you trust.
Our Lenten practices can feel like a very private matter, and sharing them might feel
counterinitiative, but what I’m asking is not that you share your practices with folks, but that before you
even start, you share in the questions that arise as you are in discernment about Lenten practices. So
whether you discern that it’s best to give something up for Lent, or to take a practice on, or some
combination of both, you all remain in my prayers in the days leading up to Lent. May we all keep prayers
as our daily companion and be attentive to the movement of the Spirit.

February 8th: Set Up For Valentine’s Luncheon - 2pm-4pm: Join us as we set up Moore Hall
for our Valentine’s Luncheon.
February 9th: Valentine’s Luncheon - 11:30am: We will serve a lovely meal to the parish and
accept donations for our EYC Mission Fund.
February 16th: Pop Theology - 5pm-7pm - We will listen to some current and popular music
and explore some themes and where we can find God in the midst of our daily lives. Dinner
provided. EYC Lounge
February 23rd: Dinner & Bowling: 5pm-7pm - We will meet for dinner at a local restaurant
before enjoy a few frames of bowling and fellowship at Southern Lanes.
Please contact Karen Crabtree (karen@cecbg.com) for more information.

HELP Ministry
The Churches United In Christ Help Ministry is one of the oldest outreach
ministries of Christ Church. In partnership with the four other downtown
Christian churches, we attempt to assist families with their electric bill,
emergency prescriptions ,gasoline for an out of town doctor appointment, etc.
For the past several months, the NEED has far exceeded our resources to
help. In order to effectively sustain this ministry we need for members to step
up with a pledge of $10 or more per week. The Help Ministry at Christ
Church currently distributes about $1,000 per month to those in need using a
voucher system. We only help an individual once every 12 months.
Help Ministry is a beautiful way to help your own community and share
God’s love to friends and neighbors in need.

Wednesday Community Lunch Ministry
Wednesday Lunch Ministry would love help stocking the pantry. You
can contact Mary Cash if you would like to donate food. The
ministry is also low on funds, so financial gifts are always welcomed!

Lay Pastoral Care Ministry
The Lay Pastoral Care Ministry is designed to assist the clergy in providing love, care and
concern to fellow parishioners and to be a “ministry of presence.” The following persons
coordinate the various aspects of this ministry:
Ministry Leader - Elizabeth Rhodes
Food Ministry - Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
Card Ministry - Sharon Dyrsen
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Mary Travelsted
Eucharistic Visitors - Deacon Kellie Mysinger
Altar Flower Delivery - Daughters of the King
Communication Coordinator - Sue Edwards

If you would like to know more about this ministry, contact one of the coordinators listed
above. Kathy Leonard & Bill Riedel are the Vestry liaisons to this ministry and can also
provide additional information.

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer meets on Wednesdays at 12:45pm
Be still and know that I am God. (Psalm 46:10)
Do you sometimes feel the noise of the world puts you on overload? Do
you ever seek a few quiet moments just to sit in silence so you can “hear”
what is really important? If so, then we may be the group for you. No
preparation is needed. Come as you are. All are welcome. To learn more,
please contact Sue Edwards (sumace2@gmail.com).

MEALS, INC
Christ Episcopal Church is responsible for Meals,Inc. once per quarter.
Anyone interested in helping with pickup of food, setup or delivery,
please contact Kathy Wise-Leonard.

English Country Dance
English Country Dance will meet on
February 16th at 2pm

English Country Dance is back at Christ
Church. Social dances from the 1700s (think
Jane Austen), to the present, in the English
Country Dance style. All dances are taught and prompted. No partner is necessary. All ages are
welcome and beginners are always encouraged. We meet the 3rd Sunday of each month in Surface Hall
from 2:00—3:30pm. There is no charge. Please wear non-marking, comfortable shoes. For more
information, please contact Jan Campbell (270-535-2258)

Daughters Of The King (DOK)
Sunday February 2nd
11:30 AM
The Daughters will gather in the Chapel for prayer and fellowship.

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and youth of Christ Church to join
us in service to the church and to the community.
We meet on the first and third Saturdays of each month in the Conference Room
at 8:00am for fellowship and sharing a reflection on Sunday’s Gospel reading.
Our next meetings will be Saturdays, February 1st & 15th.

Second Thursday Lunch Bunch
Come join the Lunch Bunch at
Anna’s Greek Restaurant (1202 State Street)
on Thursday, February 13, 2020 at 1:00 p.m
For those of you who have not been there yet,
many of the same delicious dishes are served there
as in the old location as well as some new ones.
The lovingly restored building and decor and
ambiance will be a good place to share lunch
together. If you have any questions feel free to
contact:
Ann Esterle at 270- 782-3342 or
Becky McCraney at 270-842-8279.

Conversations with Scripture
CONVERSATIONS WITH SCRIPTURE is currently studying
the Gospel of Luke. The class meets in Cates Lounge on
Sundays at 9AM and will be led by Miliska Knauft. Scholarly
based background information (inclusive of notes on culture and
geography) will be presented at each class session. Study
questions will be distributed each week to assist participants in
preparation for the discussions. All are welcome to attend.

Friends of Music Ministry
There are many ways you can help the Music Ministry at
Christ Church! We always appreciate your prayers!
If God has given you a musical gift please come
join us! Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays
at 7:30, or join us for special services such as Lenten
Evensong, the Great Vigil, and Easter.
Contact Ken Stein (Ken@cecbg.com) for rehearsal
times before those services.
You can be a Friend of Music by giving specifically to Friends of Music fund. This helps us
with instrumental musicians for our special services.
Other ways to help:
Sewing— upkeep of our choir robes used in services, and making costumes for special events.
Boar’s Head Festival (Madrigal Dinner) set-up, decoration and clean-up.

Pastoral Care Meal Ministry
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Most of us experience times in our lives when we
need a little help or would appreciate knowing that
we are cared for. A prepared and delivered meal is
one expression of love and caring that many of us
are able to provide. The Lay Pastoral Care
Committee would like to organize this effort so
that Father Steve and Mother Becca can offer
meals to parishioners in times of need, such as
recovering from surgery or when grieving.

If you would be interested in participating in this
ministry or would like to know more, please contact either Jamie Chaffin (missjamie12@yahoo.com)
or Carol DuBose (caroldubose@aol.com)

Healing Service
Wednesdays
12:00pm in the Nave
There will be no Healing Eucharist on Ash Wednesday, February 26th.
Instead, please join us for the Imposition of Ashes at noon.

The Parish Register
Birthdays
02/01
02/02
02/03
02/03
02/03
02/07
02/07
02/08
02/08
02/09
02/09
02/10
02/10

Corey Paul
Max Buchanon
Atha Ford
Kyla Jefferson
Parker Rhodes
Billy Myers
Myra Meng
Karen Adams
Todd Cheever
Hank Hardy
Mary Travelsted
John Loiars
Shannon Smith

02/10
02/13
02/13
02/14
02/15
02/16
02/16
02/16
02/17
02/18
02/20
02/21
02/21

Will Derryberry
Paula Maier
Colleen Oliver
Charles Satterfield
Pat Waddington
Billy Bell
Susan Brotherton
Ethan Mault
Karen Robeson
Derek Roberts
Becky McCraney
Sandy Petersen
Skip Wirth

02/22
02/22
02/23
02/24
02/24
02/25
02/25
02/25
02/25
02/27
02/27
02/27
02/29

Jim Hudson
Emily Mills
Angela Collins
Pipes Gaines
Harry Ford
Suzanne Hanratty
Carolyn Hagaman
Laura Harper Lee
Terry Knauft
Marilyn Keith
Michael Buchanon Jr.
Kyle Martens
Phil Singer

The Parish Online
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for
any communication you might have missed. The Lancet, our
weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly
newsletter are found under the Connect menu. You can also
check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler
under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date
information and event pictures. You can like us at
www.facebook.com/cecbg
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to
the Diocese. You can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is
partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Parish Updates
Right: Andrea Petty,
Mother Becca, Justin
Chaffin and Cassie
Pankey enjoy the new
furniture and design of
St. George’s room during
the Parenting Forward
class.

Left: An unused space
downstairs in the Linder
wing also got a facelift.
This classroom, now
called St. Thomas’ room,
is home to The Art of
Pilgrimage class.

Right: The children
enjoyed some biblical
improv during Children’s
Church on January 5th.

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours Monday—Thursday
8:30am—4:30pm
Closed Fridays
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
9:00am Sunday School
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers
12:45pm Centering Prayer Community

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

Christ Episcopal Church
is a community of
Christ’s servants who seek to —
Worship God with joy and wonder,
Learn and Grow together, and
Radiate God’s love to all.
The Vestry
2020 Class
Gail Brooks
Justin Chaffin
Kathy Leonard
Gary Reimer
2021 Class
Leonard Edwards
Bill Riedel
Shawn Rhodes
Adam Tabor
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett

Vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Laura Goodwin
Director of Christian Education

laura@cecbg.com
Karen Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com

Gary Reimer, Senior Warden
Shawn Rhodes, Junior Warden
Belinda Palmer, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
Steve Pankey, Becca Kello
TBA
Learn
Christian Formation
TBA
Grow
Congregational Development
TBA
Radiate
Fellowship
TBA
Radiate
Outreach
TBA
Radiate
Pastoral Care
TBA

