
a community of Christ’s servants 

who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 
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THE WINDOW 
A monthly newsletter published for the parish and friends of 

Christ Episcopal Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 

June 2023



From The Rector 

Dear Friends,

One of the things that sets apart priestly ministry from lay and diaconal ministry is the ability to 
pronounce God’s blessing on people and things.  I sometimes joke that I only get invited to events so 
that the host will have a built in person to say the blessing over the food, but it truly is an honor to be 
entrusted with such responsibility, and I do not take it lightly.  Over the years, I’ve had the chance to 
bless all kinds of things.  I’ve blessed the standard things like homes, vehicles, pets, cross necklaces, 
and wedding rings.  I’ve blessed some less than ordinary items like peanut harvests, stuffed animals, 
even a brand-new elementary school once.  These types of blessing events are my favorites, if you can 
have favorite blessings, because they feel so authentic.  There, standing in midst of a field, walking the 
hallways of a school, or with the personification of childlike faith right in front of you, God’s presence 
can feel so imminent.

I had one of those moments just last night.  For the 
second straight year, I was asked by the Bowling Green 
League of Bicyclists (BGLOB) to pronounce God’s 
blessing upon bicycles and their riders as we also 
remembered those in our community who were killed in 
bike accidents over the last year.  This event holds 
special meaning for me as its been almost seven years 
since I gathered with the clergy and people of the 
Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast to lay to rest the Rev. 
Ray Wishart, a deacon who was killed when his bicycle 
was struck by a semi-truck mere months after he retired 
from a 40 year career as an educator.

As the service unfolded last night, the current President 
of BGLOB, Diane Moats, read a list of names of those 
who had died.  She was caught short as she read those 
names, and I felt the Spirit of God there in Circus Square 

Park.  As we prayed for the dead and asked God to bless riders with safety, God seems to be right there 
among us, comforting those who mourn, lifting up those who worry, and offering peace and joy to all 
of us who enjoyed a beautiful evening in God’s good creation.

It is a privilege to speak blessing on God’s behalf, and every time I have the chance to bless a person, 
place, or thing, I am grateful for it.  Especially in those places that we don’t normally associate the 
Church, seeing God at work in the world around us can be a reminder of the blessings we have in our 
own lives.  So, in the memory of Deacon Ray Wishart, I invite you to spend some time this month 
outside, looking for where God’s blessings are made manifest in the world God created.  May God 
bless you with eyes to see blessings all around.

Grace and Peace,
 



From The Associate Rector 
For the past four years, I’ve answered many times why my title was written as, “The Very Rev.” 

It’s the designation given to Deans, usually for Cathedral Deans and Seminary Deans, but in my case, I 
got the opportunity to serve the Diocese as what is called a Rural Dean. A Rural Dean is a volunteer 
role that helps the Bishop in Dioceses like ours, and it comes with a special honorific, “the Very.” A 
Deanery is a smaller geographic area of a Diocese, and the Four Rivers Deanery is essentially us and 
rest of the west parts of the Diocese. When I stepped into the role, I organized, as was the habit, 
monthly meetings of the priests and deacons as well as helped the Bishop disseminate information as 
needed, almost always over lunch. These monthly meetings were a great opportunity to get to know the 
clergy, to hold things mutually in prayer, and to learn about how the other congregations in the Diocese 
are doing. And then, as almost every story goes these days, COVID hit. 

My role as Rural Dean shifted dramatically and quickly. We began to do weekly zoom check-ins 
with the Bishop, and then on a deeper level with the Deanery. Serving in this role during that time was 
a gift, even as it was a challenge. Here at Christ Church, Steve, Kellie, and I are very lucky to have 
clergy colleagues with whom we work every week, but most churches in our Diocese do not have this 
privilege; the isolating effects of the pandemic are well known, even in church work. During these 
COVID meetings, the clergy tried to brainstorm how to worship safely as the pandemic lasted longer 
than any of us could have ever imagined. 

As congregations around the Diocese began to come back to in-person worship just as we did, my 
role as Rural Dean changed again. We shifted into a new normal, and eventually we resumed our once-
a-month lunch meetings, which remain an opportunity to share the news of the Diocese and Deanery as 
well as to be a support system and network for our fellow clergy members. We’ve gathered at nearly 
every church in the Deanery all the way from Murray to Paducah to Bowling Green; we’ve gotten to 
learn and grow together, and we’ve gotten to share each other’s joys and burdens.  

When I came back from Sabbatical last year, I knew that I needed to off-load some things from 
my plate, and I began to prayerfully discern what that might be. While nothing about my work here at 
Christ Church will change and I will continue to serve as the Presiding Officer of the Commission on 
Ministry for the Diocese, I informed the Bishop in February that I’d like to step down from being Rural 
Dean and pass on that responsibility to someone else. The clergy voted in support of recommending to 
the Bishop that he appoint The Rev. Steve Spicer, Rector at Grace, Hopkinsville, in my stead, and he 
will be serving in that role. And with that brings a title change for both of us as the “Very” goes with 
the job; so once he is appointed, he’ll be The Very Rev. Steve Spicer and I’m back to just plain ol’ The 
Rev. 

I’m glad to pass along this role and responsibility and excited to see how Steve Spicer lives into 
the role in ways that are different from my style. New leadership is good and can bring about 
invigorating change, and for his willingness and for the opportunity that I have had to serve in this role, 
I give thanks to God!



From The Director of Children’s Faith Formation 

  Vacation Bible School (VBS) will be June 11-14 
from 5:30-7:30pm.  Dinner will be provided and start at 
5:00pm.  This year we will be learning all about how God 
made the world for us and gave us science to look closer at 
the wildly wonderful world around us.  Children will be 
extracting strawberry DNA, exploring the voice of God in 
our Nature Breaks, and learning how bees communicate 
with one another in the game “Honeybee Waggle.”  We 
invite parents to stay the first night with their kids and 
explore the world around them.  

This year the Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 
and Christ Episcopal Church are raising money for A Rocha International.  The goal is to raise $200 for 
tortoise rehabilitation and a tortoise garden in South Africa.  For more information, go to our website 
and look at the VBS, 2023 tab. 

If you have not signed up for VBS this year, you can go to our website under the tab “Learn & 
Grow”  or follow this link https://www.cecbg.com/vbs-2023 to sign up children or to volunteer.  We are 
having our last mandatory VBS training date on Wednesday, June 7, 2023 from 6pm-8pm with a meal 
provided.  If you would like to volunteer but cannot make the training date, please contact Kate Cline: 
kate@cecbg.com and we can still get you qualified to work with our children’s programming for VBS.  
If you have had the Godly Play Training with Kate this year, you are already qualified to work with the 
kids.  Feel free to join us around 6:30 for fun, fellowship, and tie-dye.  

May 28 was our last day of Children’s Programming until the 2023-2024 school year and I will 
keep you posted about beginning of the year activities and events in the coming weeks.  Also, the 
Atrium and Sensory Room will officially open in the fall. 

As always, keep an eye on our Children’s Faith Formation webpages for updates and information, 
and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or stop by and see me Monday-Wednesday 
at the Church office. 



Celebrating Our Graduates









The Daughters of the King will next meet on Sunday, June 4th, at 11:30 a.m. in the Hines Chapel. 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and male youth of Christ Church to join us in service 

to the church and to the community.  Our next meeting will be Saturdays, May 3rd and 17th. 

The Daughters of the King

The Parish Register 

Birthdays

06/03 Pitt Derryberry

06/03 Guen Petty

06/04 Barbara Ford

06/04 Brody Hale

06/04 Merritt Hale

06/05 Sara Stevens

06/07 Melinda Riedel

06/09 Gretchen Niva

06/09 Troy Puckett Sr

06/10 Fred Siewers

06/11 Charles Bussey

06/13 Helen Siewers

06/14 Joyce Hart

06/14 Virginia Neill Caudill

06/16 Kevin Brooks

06/16 Elaine Vilines

06/17 Barbara Keith

06/17 David Cole

06/17 Jim Meyer

06/17 Sharon Dyrsen

06/17 Deb Stein

06/17 Ryder Travelsted

06/22 Bruce Powell

06/23 Donna Bussey

06/24 Oakley DeLoach

06/24 Raegan DeLoach

06/25 Casey Travelsted

06/27 Susan Gaines

06/28  Kathryn Hall

06/29 Brooks Mills

06/30 Nancy Minix



Financial Reports  

Parish Information



Financial Reports  

Parish Information

Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any communication you might have 
missed. The Lancet,  our weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found 
under the Connect menu.  You can also check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler 
under the Calendar menu. 
 
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date information and event 
pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg .  You can also check out our YouTube channel.  
You can do so by clicking here or searching for CECBG on YouTube.  Subscription doesn’t cost 
anything, and helps us reach more people to Radiate God’s Love to All!

Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese.  You 
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered.  Go to www.episcopalky.org 

The Parish Online  
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Christ Episcopal Church 
1215 State Street 
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 
(270) 843-6563 
www.cecbg.com 
 
Office Hours  

Monday—Wednesday  

8:30am—4:30pm 
Thursday  

8:30am—1:00pm 
Friday  

Closed 

Service Times 

Sunday 

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One 
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 
Wednesday 
7:00am Morning Prayer 
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers 

The Vestry 
 

Paula Maier, Senior Warden 
John Carter, Junior Warden 

David Lee, Secretary
Ann Puckett, Treasurer 

Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer 
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer 

Seven Parish Ministry Areas 

And Vestry Member Liaisons 

 

Worship 

Tommy Adams & Paula Maier

Learn 

Christian Formation 

Carol DuBose & Jamie Chaffin
 

Grow 

Congregational Development 

Mike Harper & 
Scarlett Winters

Radiate 

Fellowship 

Jim Dale & Brenda Willoughby
 

Radiate 

Outreach 

 Peggy McKillip & Sharon Valk

Radiate 

Pastoral Care 
John Carter & David Lee

 

Christ Episcopal Church 

is a community of 

Christ’s servants who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 

2024 Class

John Carter
Jim Dale  
David Lee

Brenda Willoughby

2023 Class

Mike Harper
Peggy McKillip

Paula Maier
Scarlett Winters 

Clergy And Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey 
Rector 

steve@cecbg.com 
 
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello 
Associate Rector,

Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry 

at WKU

becca@cecbg.com 
 
The Venerable Kellie Mysinger 
Deacon

Archdeacon of the Diocese of Kentucky 

kellie@cecbg.com
  
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

vonda@cecbg.com 

C. Kenneth Stein 
Director of Music and Organist 

ken@cecbg.com 

Karen (Kai) Crabtree 
Director of Youth & Online Communications 

karen@cecbg.com 

Kate Cline
Director of Children’s Faith Formation

kate@cecbg.com 

2025 Class

Tommy Adams
Carol DuBose
Jamie Chaffin
Sharon Valk
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