
a community of Christ’s servants 

who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 
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From The Rector 

Dear Friends,

I believe it was Karl Barth who is credited with saying that a good preacher prepares a sermon with “a 

Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other.”  Since the Swiss theologian died in 1968, the sources of 

information available to the preacher have compounded exponentially.  Now, on any given week, I work on 

my sermons with the Bible in one hand, several commentary websites on one screen, a Greek study site on 

another screen, my phone scrolling through Facebook, a browser checking the news, my TV usually set to 

sports, and an air pod in my ear playing a podcast.  It can get downright overwhelming trying to discern the 

question I was taught to ask every week that I preach, 

“What is the Holy Spirit inviting me to say to this 

congregation on this day?”

Sometimes, however, there is something in the world 

that has almost universal impact.  The first week of 

January 2023 had one of those events.  Monday Night 

Football was in Cincinnati where the Bengals were 

taking on the Buffalo Bills in an important game with 

significant playoff implications.  Millions of people 

tuned in expecting a great game between two strong 

teams.  What they didn’t expect to see came with 5:58 

remaining in the first quarter when Bills safety Damar 

Hamlin tackled Bengals receiver Tee Higgins, got up 

off the ground, and then collapsed onto the field.

Eventually, we learned that Hamlin had suffered 

cardiac arrest and was resuscitated twice thanks to 

well-trained assistant athletic trainer, Denny 

Kellington, who performed CPR on Hamlin and 

administered an automated external defibrillator (AED) 

which shocked his heart back into rhythm.  In the days 

that followed those frightening images, several staff 

and parishioners approached me about our own plans 

in case of emergency.

Since before my arrival here, Christ Church has had two AEDs in the building.  One is located near the 

College Street entrance.  The other hangs near the so-called “Coke Hallway” off of Surface Hall.  Gretchen 

Broderick has kept them in good working order, and I’ve always been hopeful that somebody would know 

how to use them, if needed.  For my part, I have never known how they work.  That is, until yesterday, 

sixteen members of congregation, staff and volunteers alike, gathered in Moore Hall to learn how to 

administer CPR and use an AED.

Now, in addition to panic buttons that automatically dispatch first responders, we have several trained good 

Samaritans in our midst.  While we hope to never have to use what we learned during our training, I’m 

grateful to know that so many of you care enough to spend an afternoon learning how to save the life of a 

family member, friend, or even a stranger.

Grace and Peace,

 



From The Associate Rector 

Last month I got the opportunity to sit down and talk with The Rev. Daniel Lyvers, one of the 

ministers at First Christian Church down the street, and to hear about his recent 10 day trip to 

Israel. He got to share stories and paint pictures, to remark on being in Bethlehem for Orthodox 

Christmas. The trip that Daniel took was one that echoed the one he had made ten years earlier. It 

was fascinating to hear about his trip and to get tips on the best falafel in Jerusalem for our own trip 

in October. One of the stories that I have thought about often, was how their group was invited to a 

communal funeral for a 15-year-old Palestinian boy for was attacked. It’s like the stories in the 

news, where much is said by all that is unsaid about the government of Israel’s military force 

toward the lives of the Palestinians. Daniel’s group did not know the language, and most had never 

been to a Muslim funeral, but a simple hand over your heart and bow is a universal language of 

compassion in the world of grief. 

On the morning I write this article, there are current accounts of raids in the West Bank, 

the oppression of the Palestinians by the Israeli government and the military opposing the 

government leadership. The truth is that by the time this goes out in the April Window, there is no 

doubt going to me many more articles and changes. When it comes to traveling to the Holy Land, it 

can never be done without an awareness of the turmoil that saturates that sacred ground. And the 

truth is, I feel conflicted about traveling to Israel. 

I don’t feel conflicted because of the risk or the potential of it being canceled at the last 

moment because of geo-political acts, I feel conflicted about the reality of that turmoil and conflict. 

With all of the delays our parish pilgrimage to the Holy Land have had, I once had hopes that I’d 

come to a more solid, less conflicted ground when it comes to this trip. But, what I’ve learned is 

that there is no easy answer when it comes to traveling to the Holy Land. It’s complex, and I’ve 

made the decision to stand in that complexity. 

For me, traveling to Israel won’t just mean visiting holy sites and prayerfully reflecting 

on our baptismal call at the River Jordan. For me, it will require the cognitive dissonance of 

spending tourism dollars in Israel while acknowledging the ways in which violence permeates 

almost everything in the West Bank and parts of the nation of Israel. Visiting Israel will, I have no 

doubt, make the headlines feel so much more real, and will require me to experience a level of 

treatment of myself and others unlike any other experience. 

No one knows how any trip will change them, but for me, the opportunity to co-lead our 

pilgrimage to the Holy Land with Father Steve will afford me the opportunity to stand in the gray 

space in a world that wants to be starkly black or white. It’ll ask all of us who go to stand in the 

tension of the physical spaces where our Savior walked while also making us reflect on how it is so 

much harder to witness pain rather than trying to solve it, how violence is never easy, and how 

oppression is never holy. This is my prayer in preparation for our Fall trip, that I can stay conflicted 

about this complicated, tense, and violent area, while remaining attuned to God’s peace which we 

ought to all be working towards. 



From The Director of Children’s Faith Formation 

 I was very excited to speak on our upcoming projects— the nursery conversion to The 

Atrium, and also the St. Anne’s conversion to a sensory room. I wanted to thank everyone for your 

words of encouragement and those that have enthusiastically volunteered to help bring about our 

vision.  If I have talked to you about sewing, wood working, and other components of our Atrium 

and Sensory Room, you’ll be hearing from me after Easter as we really begin to bring these two 

sacred spaces together.  If you would like to learn more about The Atrium and the sensory room, 

please continue to read.  I’ve tried to summarize our vision for these two spaces in the following 

paragraphs. 

The Atrium

Currently the nursery has three rooms in it—

the main room, the toddler room, and the infant room.  In 

the main room is a sitting area for families, a kitchenette, 

and a mounted television screen to watch the church’s 

respective services at 8am and 10am. 

     A few months ago, I attended FORMA which is 

a conference for Faith Formation.  I attended several 

sessions about Intergenerational activities and spaces 

within churches.  In this particular session I learned 

about an atrium space that one church utilizes.  

     In this space, the youngest members of the 

church learn about the intricacies of a church service and 

the importance of listening to God and ways to pray to 

God that are more non-traditional.  The atrium space is 

filled with Christian icons (those religious pictures that are mounted and oftentimes outlined in 

gold) and a variety of representations of Saints, the Holy Family, the Great Feasts and celebrations 

of the church year, and contemporary leaders that led their lives the way Jesus led His life. Also in 

the atrium space are components of the church service like the pulpit, the lectern, the altar, and the 

sacristy.  

     The idea of the atrium is to allow children to make spiritual connections with the Trinity 

and to understand the reasons for the components in the service such as color changes in the church 

at certain times of the year, why we have Holy Communion, and the reasoning behind our 40 days 

of Lent and Advent Sundays.  Our Atrium directly connects our children-and really whomever is 

interested in learning and understanding- directly to our church’s sacraments and rituals.

   The Atrium at Christ Episcopal Church will still have a cozy family lounging space, a 

reading corner, an art response corner, and a prayer candle stand with LED candles.  Just as in our 

church the prayer stand will have an icon wall to look on as the candles are “lit.”  The television 

will still be mounted so families can watch the service and we are also incorporating an indoor 

container garden to make connections with creation care.  In what is currently the toddler room (the 

Thomas the Train set is housed here), this space will be converted into a “church” space.  

Components for the church include a pulpit, lectern, sacristy cabinet, altar, and pews.  There will 

also be a vestments closet and materials for Holy Communion.  Children will be able to prepare to 

preach, Eucharistic ministers, and change the church colors throughout the year.  They will be able 

to do altar flower preparation and read from the gospel.  There will be a very real connection 

between the church and our sanctuary.  In the infant room, the crib and changing table will stay.  

The rest of the space will house icons, statuary (such as “The Pieta”), prints, books and Godly Play 

sets.  Also in this space as in the church space our indoor container garden will continue throughout 



incorporating plants used and mentioned in the scriptures and other bible stories.  This space will 

be used as a space to explore through reading, play, and conversation.  The Atrium is a sacred space 

designed for a deeper understanding of the church and learning to love all of our neighbors. 

    Godly Play Sensory Room

In the fall, we will introduce our 

newest Godly Play classroom.  Saint Anne’s 

will be converted into a sensory classroom.  

Our new Sunday School classroom will house 

a kinetic sand desert box and water beads for a 

more immersive experience into the bible 

stories we tell our children.  One of the goals 

for this Godly Play classroom is to convert the 

Godly Play story sets used into more tactile 

sets to be used.  The classroom will house 

sensory bottles that can be used in church, 

weighted blankets, and textured carpet squares.  Children will be able to make connections using 

all of their senses and have another place to explore stories and their own spiritual connections.  

The Atrium has its own page which can be found under the Children’s Faith Formation 

tab. The Atrium   If you would like to help with these rooms, there are lots of ways to help.  

Monetary donations are accepted through our online giving or mail.  Just write in the memo line or 

as a note “The Atrium/Sensory Room.” There is also a wishlist for the Atrium if you would like to 

donate a gift- Atrium Wishlist.  We are also looking for sewing enthusiasts, woodworkers, and 

volunteers to help move and pack up items and set up these sacred spaces. You can also contact Ms. 

Kate for more information.  My email address is kate@cecbg.com 

Other exciting and upcoming events are the annual Easter Egg hunt at Christ Church 

which is open to all children-members and visitors and the Rise and Shine Easter Family breakfast.  

The Easter Egg hunt will take place on April 9, starting around 9:30am.  Children will be dismissed 

by class from the Rise and Shine breakfast.  Pre-K will have their hunt in the green bowl on 

College Street; K-2 will hunt in the Labyrinth Garden; and 3-5 will hunt in front of the church on 

the State Street side.  The Pentecost butterfly release will take place in the Labyrinth Garden on 

May 28, 2023 right before the 10:00am service.  We have dates for Vacation Bible School too!  

VBS will be June 11-14 at Christ Episcopal Church. As we begin planning for VBS look for more 

information coming soon. 

Blessings and Love,

Ms. Kate













https://forms.gle/kFvbSa9FKB6xHbNG7




The Daughters of the King will next meet on Sunday, May 7th, at 11:30 a.m. in the Hines Chapel. 

Brotherhood of St. Andrew

The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and male youth of Christ Church to join us in service 

to the church and to the community.  Our next meeting will be Saturdays, April 1st and 15th. 

The Daughters of the King

The Parish Register 

Birthdays

Deaths
Bill Kernohan joined the Church Triumphant on February 21st, 2023. The family will received 

guests in Surface Hall on Saturday, March 25th, 2023 and held a small family funeral at a later 

date.  

Joyce Carney entered into the nearer presence of our Lord on Wednesday, March 22.  Joyce's 

family received visitors in Surface Hall on Saturday, April 1st and a private funeral will follow at a 

later time.

04/03 Ken Cline

04/03 Caroline Derryberry

04/03 Sophia Frassinelli

04/04 Claire Campbell

04/04 Angie Stewart

04/04 Josh Greenwell

04/06 Tom Hart

04/06 John Spraker

04/07 Eliza Pankey

04/08 Retta Poe

04/08 Bill Riedel

04/08 Billy Van Pelt

04/11 Abby McReynolds

04/12 Judy Adams

04/12 Amanda Derryberry

04/13 Louise Gillock

04/13 Lauren Carmichael

04/14 Pat Hildreth

04/16 Lukas Forbes

04/17 Anthony Frassinelli

04/21 Cindy Hines

04/22 Dennis Dipert

04/22 Justin Chaffin

04/25 Rumsie Massey

04/25 Emilia Moo

04/26 Tommy Adams Jr.

04/27 Kathy Leonard

04/29 Mia Greenwell
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Financial Reports  

Parish Information

Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any communication you might have 

missed. The Lancet,  our weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found 

under the Connect menu.  You can also check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler 

under the Calendar menu. 
 
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date information and event 

pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg .  You can also check out our YouTube channel.  

You can do so by clicking here or searching for CECBG on YouTube.  Subscription doesn’t cost 

anything, and helps us reach more people to Radiate God’s Love to All!

Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese.  You 

can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered.  Go to www.episcopalky.org 

The Parish Online  
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Christ Episcopal Church 

1215 State Street 

Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 

(270) 843-6563 

www.cecbg.com 
 
Office Hours  

Monday—Wednesday  

8:30am—4:30pm 

Thursday  

8:30am—1:00pm 

Friday  

Closed 

Service Times 

Sunday 

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One 

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 
Wednesday 

7:00am Morning Prayer 

12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers 

The Vestry 
 

Paula Maier, Senior Warden 
John Carter, Junior Warden 

David Lee, Secretary
Ann Puckett, Treasurer 

Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer 
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer 

Seven Parish Ministry Areas 

And Vestry Member Liaisons 

 

Worship 

Tommy Adams & Paula Maier

Learn 

Christian Formation 

Carol DuBose

 

Grow 

Congregational Development 

Mike Harper, David Kem, & 

Scarlett Winters

Radiate 

Fellowship 

Jim Dale & Brenda Willoughby

 

Radiate 

Outreach 

 Peggy McKillip & Sharon Valk

Radiate 

Pastoral Care 

John Carter & David Lee

 

Christ Episcopal Church 

is a community of 

Christ’s servants who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 

2024 Class

John Carter

Jim Dale  

David Lee

Brenda Willoughby

2023 Class

Mike Harper

Peggy McKillip

Paula Maier

Scarlett Winters 

Clergy And Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey 
Rector 

steve@cecbg.com 
 
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello 
Associate Rector,

Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry 

at WKU

Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com 
 
The Venerable Kellie Mysinger 
Deacon

Archdeacon of the Diocese of Kentucky 

kellie@cecbg.com
  
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

vonda@cecbg.com 

C. Kenneth Stein 
Director of Music and Organist 

ken@cecbg.com 

Karen (Kai) Crabtree 
Director of Youth & Online Communications 

karen@cecbg.com 

Kate Cline
Director of Children’s Faith Formation

kate@cecbg.com 

2025 Class

Tommy Adams

Carol DuBose

David Kem

Sharon Valk
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