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From The Rector
Dear Friends,
It has been more than three years since the leadership of
Christ Church first invited you to prayerfully walk our
neighborhood with eyes and hearts wide open. Three
years feels more like a lifetime ago. I don’t need to
remind you that since July 2019, our whole world has
changed. What we saw during those summertime walks
and the discernment that followed is drastically different.
The Towers are undergoing renovations to become a
mixed-use community. Some new neighborhood
businesses have opened. Others have closed. School is in
session this time of year, and there are WKU students
living all around.
As COVID becomes something we will live with, now
seems like the right time to go back out into the world to
look and listen for what God is up to. We’ve got three
routes this time around. Two are about a mile in length:
one headed up toward campus and the other traversing the
Center, Kentucky, and Adams Streets corridor. The third
route is ½ mile and will take you around our immediate
vicinity.

As you walk, you’ll be invited to pray about four
questions:
•
•
•
•

What did you learn about the neighborhood?
Where was God’s presence especially apparent?
What surprised you?
What did you find hard or engaging?

Times to walk in groups will be scheduled between
October 10 and November 5, but if you want to walk these
routes a few times by yourself to listen for God’s call, that
is great! The more eyes and ears we have engaged in discernment, the better for us and for our
community. I look forward to walking with you as we pray for our neighborhood and seek God’s
will for our ministry here.
Grace and Peace,

From The Associate Rector
I first encountered Kate Bowler’s work in her first book, Everything Happens for a Reason (And
Other Lies I’ve Loved), which I read about four years ago. It was almost one year out from some
serious medical illnesses and issues that we around the church office call “Not Cancer.” It is a
powerful book where Bowler shared about her stage four cancer and how she was navigating it as a
young mother and wife; she talked about how her reaction was deeply shaped by her work as a
Duke Divinity professor, specializing in prosperity gospel and how those branches of Christianity
affect the lives of faith of everyday Christians. She has a powerful voice not only for those who
have been through something medically traumatic, but her capacity to pay attention and to gaze
tenderly at the difficulty of being a human being is grounding.
Her podcast, Everything Happens, features big names in lots of different areas, but the ones to
which I am often drawn are the religious leaders. Her podcast with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry
is phenomenal, and up next, I plan to listen to the one she recently put out with Archbishop Justin
Welby. This week’s episode, however, featured an interview with Michigan funeral director and
poet, Thomas Lynch.1 While I’ve never heard of Thomas Lynch, I felt an immediate connection,
and I recommend giving it a listen. Here I share his poem, “Local Heroes” with which they ended
the podcast, which resonated for many reasons, the most of which the ways the first and last line hit
so hard.
Local Heroes
Thomas Lynch
Some days the worst that can happen happens.
The sky falls or evil overwhelms or
the world as we have come to know it turns
toward the eventual apocalypse
long predicted in all the holy books—
the end-times of old grudge and grievances
that bring us each to our oblivions.
Still, maybe this is not the end at all,
nor even the beginning of the end.
Rather, one more in a long list of sorrows
to be added to the ones thus far endured,
through what we have come to call our
history—
another in that bitter litany
that we will, if we survive it, have survived.
God help us who must live through this, alive
to the terror and open wounds: the heart
torn, shaken faith, the violent, vengeful soul,
the nerve exposed, the broken body so
mingled with its breaking that it's lost forever.

Lord send us, in our peril, local heroes.
Someone to listen, someone to watch, someone
to search and wait and keep the careful count
of the dead and missing, the dead and gone
but not forgotten. Some days all that can be done
is to salvage one sadness from the mass
of sadnesses, to bear one body home,
to lay the dead out among their people,
organize the flowers and casseroles,
write the obits, meet the mourners at the door,
drive the dark procession down through town,
toll the bell, dig the hole, tend the pyre.
It's what we do. The daylong news is dire—
full of true believers and politicos,
bold talk of holy war and photo-ops.
But here, brave men and women pick the
pieces up.
They serve the living, caring for the dead.
Here the distant battle is waged in homes.
Like politics, all funerals are local.2
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Brotherhood of St. Andrew
The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and male youth of
Christ Church to join us in service to the church and to the community.
Our next meeting will be Saturdays, October 5th. and 19th..

The Order of the Daughters of the King
The Daughters of the King will next meet on Sunday,
October 6th, at 11:00 a.m. in Moore Hall.

The Parish Register
Deaths
Josephine (Jo) Owsley entered into larger life on Saturday, September 17th. She was laid to rest on
September 22nd, 2022.
Pat Waddington joined the Church triumphant on September 21st. The Burial Office was held on
September 24th.
Jane Coleman entered into the nearer preseconce of our Lord on September 21st. Her family held a
memorial on September 24th.

Birthdays
10/02

Pat Frederick

10/11

Dolores Dodd

10/23

Joyce Russell

10/03

Gail McGuffey

10/12

Jan Funk

10/25

Lou Goidel

10/03

Elizabeth Forbes

10/13

Peggy McKillip

10/25

Portia Wimp

10/03

Hannah Stewart

10/14

Don Goidel

10/25

Laura Cohron

10/05

Aldis Brunson

10/16

Brenda Willoughby

10/25

Joshua Gwyn

10/06

Carol DuBose

10/16

Clinton Mills

10/25

Brock McIvor

10/06

Rick Mitchell

10/17

Elizabeth Rhodes

10/26

Ken Casey

10/06

Jenny Greenwell

10/18

Joyce Hudson

10/27

Carol Carraco

10/08

Suellen Carbin

10/18

Cary McAllister

10/28

Ann Esterle

10/08

Adam Tabor

10/19

Ellie Buchanon

10/29

Zoe Roberts

10/08

Wyatt Roberts

10/22

Laurie Joyce

10/30

Van Cohron

10/09

Sarah Loiars

10/31

Terri Mischel

Financial Reports

Financial Reports

Parish Information
Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any communication you might have
missed. The Lancet, our weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found
under the Connect menu. You can also check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler
under the Calendar menu.
Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date information and event
pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg
We’d love it if you subscribed to our YouTube channel. You can do so by clicking here or searching
for CECBG on YouTube. Subscription doesn’t cost anything, and helps us reach more people to
Radiate God’s Love to All!
Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese. You
can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered. Go to www.episcopalky.org

Christ Episcopal Church
1215 State Street
Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101
(270) 843-6563
www.cecbg.com
Office Hours
Monday—Wednesday
8:30am—4:30pm
Thursday
8:30am—1:00pm
Friday
Closed
Service Times
Sunday
8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One
10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two
Wednesday
7:00am Morning Prayer
12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers

Clergy And Staff
The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey
Rector

steve@cecbg.com
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello
Associate Rector,
Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry
at WKU
Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com
The Reverend Kellie Mysinger
Deacon

kellie@cecbg.com
The Reverend Dr. Ken Casey
Deacon

kencasey@cecbg.com
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The Vestry
2022 Class
Linda Mitchell
Belinda Palmer
Shanna Paul
Troy Puckett
2023 Class
Mike Harper
Peggy McKillip
Paula Maier
Scarlett Winters
2024Class
John Carter
Jim Dale
David Lee
Brenda Willoughby

Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

vonda@cecbg.com
C. Kenneth Stein
Director of Music and Organist

ken@cecbg.com
Karen (Kai) Crabtree
Director of Youth and Director of
Online Communications

karen@cecbg.com
Kate Cline
Director of Children’s Faith Formation

kate@cecbg.com

Belinda Palmer, Senior Warden
Shanna Paul, Junior Warden
Peggy McKillip, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer
Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer

Seven Parish Ministry Areas
And Vestry Member Liaisons
Worship
David Lee
Learn
Christian Formation
Mike Harper & Linda Mitchell
Grow
Congregational Development
Jim Dale, Paula Maier & Scarlett
Winters
Radiate
Fellowship
Troy Puckett & Belinda Palmer
Radiate
Outreach
Peggy McKillip & Brenda
Willoughby
Radiate
Pastoral Care
John Carter
Administration
Shanna Paul

