
a community of Christ’s servants 

who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 
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THE WINDOW 
A monthly newsletter published for the parish and friends of 

Christ Episcopal Church of Bowling Green, Kentucky 



From The Rector 

Dear Friends,

My family originally hails from the Chicago area.  My mother grew up on the South Side where 

she inherited a fandom for the Chicago White Sox.  Founded in 1900, the Sox found early success 

in baseball, winning the AL Pennant in 1901 and the World Series in 1906.  Things kind of dried up 

after their 1917 World Series title.  They went 88 years without a championship until they swept the 

then National League champion Astros in 2005.

We moved from Chicagoland in 1983, when I was three years old.  I grew up with an affinity for 

deep dish pizza, Italian beef sandwiches, and hotdogs with neon green relish on them, but my 

mother’s White Sox fandom didn’t stick with me.  Thanks to WGN’s national presence, I became a 

North Sider, rooting for the Cubbies through their endless seasons of mediocrity because I could 

actually watch them on TV.  Like the South Side Sox, the Cubs found success in the early 20th 

century, winning back-to-back World Series titles in 1907 and 1908.  They went on to set a record 

for failure with 107 years between World Series victories. (Second place by 20 years is the White 

Sox with 87).

As a Cubs fan, I learned early on a saying that is 

common among many fanbases but had special 

meaning for the historically inept Cubs 

franchise, “There’s always next year.”  Each 

season began with hope, even when you knew 

the team was not good, that maybe this would 

be the year.  And when, by June, they were 20 

games back in their division, the mantra would 

return, “There’s always next year.”

The 2020s have kind of felt like being a Cubs fan in the 80s and 90s.  “There’s always next year” 

has been said more than once around our office as we plan for this thing, but COVID cancels it.  

We get excited about that thing, but a tornado puts everything on hold.  We make big strides in our 

budget planning, but inflation and a bear market give us pause.  Over and over again, in fits and 

starts, we’ve tried to get things back to “normal” only to have to slow down, sigh, and say, “There’s 

always next year.”

As the calendar turns to 2023, I’m hopeful that this will be that “next year.”  I can’t read the 

economic crystal ball, I’m not an expert in pandemics, I have no insight into weather patterns in the 

midst of climate change, but I know you, and I’m sure that we are all ready to roll up our sleeves to 

do the work God has giving us to do reaching out to our community, sharing the Good News, and 

caring for one another.  I look forward to what God has in store for us in 2023.  I hope you do too.

Grace and Peace,
 



From The Associate Rector 
Over the eleven semesters that I have been serving our community as Chaplain to the Episcopal 

Campus Ministry (ECM), I don’t think one has ever looked like the one before it. This is probably one 

of the biggest gifts and challenges of Campus Ministry. Each semester, the students in ECM navigate 

new and increasingly challenging classes until their education culminates in their graduation or 

continuation onto something new. For those of us who experienced college, I’m sure we can recall the 

constant ebb and flow of college life: friendships rise and fall, one might fall in love or go through 

breakups, and classes stretch one’s sense of self, learning to exist in this world as an adult community 

member. Change is probably one of only two things constant when it comes to campus ministry; the 

other, if we can orient ourselves to God’s call, is growth. 

This sort of growth is not just a growth in numbers, and often it isn’t. Our campus ministry is at a 

high point this academic year, with about 13-15 students engaged every week with commitment and 

joy, but we will lose about 10 of them to graduation, semesters abroad, or moves come May. The sort 

of growth that is a constant in campus ministry is much more like how we experience growth in our 

own lives, highs and lows, but never a constant, unrelenting upward growth. 

This time of year invites us to reflect on the ways in which we have changed, where we are, and 

where we might sense God’s calling. Growth very often requires low periods of reorientation and room 

to cast a vision for the next ‘high’ season. I invite your prayers for my ministry as Chaplain and for the 

ongoing ebb and flow of our campus ministry. I have hopes and am actively discerning where God 

might be leading this coming year for our campus ministry. As we know, these answers will not come 

at our demand, but only with clarity through prayer and discernment. And while part of my attention 

turns toward the 23-24 academic year, it’s the coming semester that requires concrete plans and as 

mentioned earlier, it won’t look like the one we wrapped up last month. 

When I arrived for the Fall Semester of 2017, the congregational habit was to have parishioners 

sign up for meals and bring them to church, where the students would gather. After a few semesters, I 

changed it and asked you all to invite our students into your homes. We were a much smaller group, 

sometimes only 2 or 3 (including me!), and we gathered around tables in folks’ homes and the college 

students got to experience home cooking and many had their first experience with jello salads. When 

COVID hit, we went virtual, but even when students were back on campus, it wasn’t wise to ask y’all 

to welcome us into your homes, and so we began to order meals; individual at first so there was no 

cross contamination, spreading out wide across the parish hall while we ate before putting masks back 

on to do Evening Prayer together. As vaccines arrived and COVID numbers dropped, we slowly began 

to eat closer together, but continued to order food. This coming semester, though, I’d like to return to 

homemade meals from parishioners brought to the church. See the information below:



Celebrating the Archdeacon
During the past several years in the Diocese of Kentucky, there has been an increase in the number of 

deacons who serve throughout the diocese. These are people who have been called specifically to 

diaconal ministry rather than those who are ordained a deacon prior to being ordained a priest. As 

described in The Book of Common Prayer, deacons are members of one of the four orders of ministers 

of the church (along with lay persons, bishops, and priests), and in the Episcopal Church a deacon 

exercises “a special ministry of servanthood” directly under the deacon's bishop, serving all people and 

especially those in need (BCP, p. 543).

The growth of the diaconate in our diocese has been greatly enhanced by the tremendous work 

that has been done by the Ven. Dr. Rose Bogal-Allbritten. She has served as a deacon at St. John's in 

Murray for many years and has been instrumental in developing the diocesan School of Ministry, 

which has provided formation opportunities, support, and guidance to many people as they discern how 

they are being called to serve in the church, particularly those exploring ministry as deacons. 

Recognizing the work she was already doing to guide and facilitate 

the growth of diaconal ministry in the diocese and understanding the 

need to provide continued support to those who are exercising their 

ministry as deacons, several years ago Bishop White named her 

archdeacon of the diocese.

At November's diocesan convention, it was announced that 

Archdeacon Rose was retiring from her active role as archdeacon, 

and Bishop White named Kellie Mysinger as the diocese's 

archdeacon (which is why she is now listed as the Venerable in 

church publications). While Deacon Kellie will continue her regular 

activities at Christ Church, she will take on expanded work on behalf 

of the diocese and the deacons of the diocese. If you want to know 

more about the duties of an archdeacon or if you have interest in 

learning about the School of Ministry or diaconal ministry, you can 

ask Deacon Kellie.

From Deacon Ken
Changing viewpoints:   One of the things that the process of being 

ordained has taught me is to prepare myself for new views in church. 

For twenty long years my view in the church from the pew that was 

“my place” meant looking at the big stained glass of Jesus the good 

shepherd. I was a bit ruffled when I couldn’t just go and sit there 

during the service. I had a new view when I sat near the altar with my 

back to the Jesus the good shepherd. But if I couldn’t see Jesus there, I 

saw the body of Christ in the pews of the church. Somedays when the 

light was just right from the yellow stained glass it looked like halos.  

Now, just as I am getting used to the view of your smiling faces, I will 

be getting a new perspective. I will be serving as deacon at Trinity 

Church in Owensboro, I don’t know what my new view will be like 

from there, but I expect to find Jesus there and will learn to see with new eyes in a new place. I will still 

be living in Bowling Green and will continue to teach full-time at the Community College so perhaps 

our paths may still cross in town. I am grateful for what you have given me, both in the last year as 

deacon and also over the many years as a member. Please pray for me as I go forward and know that 

my prayers will continue to be lifted up for you. Blessings!



A Note from the Surface Family
Dear Christ Church Community,

My brother David, our families, and I express our deep thanks for your love and support surrounding the 

death of Linda Surface.  The place she held in your church and in your lives was so beautifully clear to us 

through your prayers, your generosity, and the wonderful stories you shared.  From those of you new to 

Christ Church who spoke so warmly of her kindness, to those of you have not known “Life without Linda,” 

as it lovingly came to be called, we are grateful beyond measure for buoying us through Mom's journey and 

our loss.  We were nourished by the Pastoral Care Meal Ministry, warmed by the hospitality of the 

Daughters of the King at the visitation, and supported in our final family gathering by the Bereavement 

Committee and Vonda Garringer.  We give special thanks to Ken Stein and Chris Carmichael for their 

exquisite musical offerings at the funeral, a service we designed to express our mother’s love of music and 

words and her faith. Thank you to the altar guild, the AV team, and all who served during the service. And 

to Steve, Becca, Kellie and Ken, bless you always for your attentive spiritual care to Mom and to us. We 

could not have managed without you.  Please know how much we treasure Christ Church as the place 

where my brother and I grew up and that continues to be a center in our lives. You are an extraordinary 

community.

Grace and Peace to all,

Mary Hall Surface

From the Music Ministry
Thank you for everyone who came to support the music ministry at Christ Church. It was truly wonderful 

to be back together after so many months of COVID restrictions.

Thank you to the choir for all your hard work and preparation, and for the glorious music. Thank you 

to Martin Elmes for a delicious meal. Thank you Karen Crabtree for helping with logistics. Thank you to 

the Order of St Andrews for kitchen clean up. It truly was a blessing.

Congratulations to the Rev. Billy Adams

Father Steve, Mother Becca, and 

Deacon Kellie were blessed to attend 

the ordination of our own Billy Adams, 

held at St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal 

Church in Ridgewood, New Jersey on 

November 28th, 2022. 

 Billy was ordained by The Right 

Reverend Carlye J. Hughes of the 

Diocese of Newark, on behalf of 

Bishop Terry White.







Sacred Ground is a film- and readings-based dialogue series on race, grounded in faith. Small groups are 

invited to walk through chapters of America’s history of race and racism, while weaving in threads of 

family story, economic class, and political and regional identity.

The 11-part series is built around a powerful online curriculum of documentary films and readings that 

focus on Indigenous, Black, Latino, and Asian/Pacific American histories as they intersect with European 

American histories.

Sacred Ground is part of Becoming Beloved Community, The Episcopal Church’s long-term commitment 

to racial healing, reconciliation, and justice in our personal lives, our ministries, and our society. This 

series is open to all, and especially designed to help white people talk with other white people. 

Participants are invited to peel away the layers that have contributed to the challenges and divides of the 

present day – all while grounded in our call to faith, hope and love.

CEC’s first Sacred Ground, consisting of 8 members and a facilitator, met from October of 2021 to 

February 2022. Here are a few comments some of the participants shared: 

“The biggest change for me is I do not look at anything the same - it has made me want to 

expand my own knowledge more about white privilege and systemic racism.” 

Kate Cline

“I think several of the films that we saw do a good job of laying out factual information.” 

Leslie Weigel.

“Sacred Ground is a wonderful program. Put aside your preconceived notions and enjoy! 

The readings and discussions are thought provoking. The videos are superb.” 

Kevin Brooks

“I think it’s my role as a christian to be ready to discuss difficult issues as they arise. The 

historical studies from Sacred Ground helped me to be ready for informed conversations.” 

Paula Maier

“This course of study has awakened me and I think that is what the goal should be.” 

Cile Durish. 

Our second CEC Sacred Ground group will begin on Tuesday, January 10th, and meet every other week 

for a total of 11 sessions, ending on May 30th.  Assigned films and readings are done as homework so that 

group time can be spent discussing and processing the information.  For inquiry or to register, please 

contact Shelley Carter at shelleycrtr@yahoo.com. 











Brotherhood of St. Andrew

The Brotherhood of St Andrew invites all men and male  youth of 

Christ Church  to join us in service to the church and to the community. 

Our next meeting will be Saturdays, January 7th and   21st. 

The Parish Register 

Birthdays

The Daughters of the King will next meet on Sunday,  
January 8th, at 11:30 a.m. in Cates Lounge. 

The Order of the Daughters of the King

1/1 Olivia Jefferson

1/1 Belinda Palmer

1/2 Judy Reimer

1/2 Carroll Travelsted

1/3 David McKillip

1/4 Mark Eastin

1/4 Braxton Talley

1/6 Myers Caudill

1/6 Jim Dale

1/7 John Carter

1/7 Betty Young

1/11 Ray Buckberry

1/11 Shane Ellison

1/11 Becca Kello

1/12 Steve Pankey

1/12 Neill Caudill

1/13 Julia Kennedy

1/14 Ann Mitz Dooley

1/16 Kellie Mysinger

1/17 Jackson Talley

1/18 Sarah Hightower

1/18 Les Dooley

1/19 Kimberly McAllister

1/23 Jim Bohannon

1/23 Grace Forbes

1/24 William Ardrey

1/24 Georgie Tabor

1/26 Clyde Joyce

1/27 Charlotte Garvin



Financial Reports  



Financial Reports  

Parish Information

Be sure to check the parish’s website at www.cecbg.com for any communication you might have 

missed. The Lancet,  our weekly electronic newsletter and The Window monthly newsletter are found 

under the Connect menu.  You can also check the church calendar along with the Ministry Scheduler 

under the Calendar menu. 

Always remember to check Christ Church’s Facebook page for up to date information and event 

pictures. You can like us at www.facebook.com/cecbg 

We’d love it if you subscribed to our YouTube channel.  You can do so by clicking here or searching 

for CECBG on YouTube.  Subscription doesn’t cost anything, and helps us reach more people to 

Radiate God’s Love to All!

Remember to check out the Diocese of Kentucky website for all things related to the Diocese.  You 

can find news and events along with ministries the Diocese is partnered.  Go to www.episcopalky.org 



Christ Episcopal Church 

1215 State Street 

Bowling Green, Kentucky 42101 

(270) 843-6563 

www.cecbg.com 
 
Office Hours  

Monday—Wednesday  

8:30am—4:30pm 

Thursday  

8:30am—1:00pm 

Friday  

Closed 

Service Times 

Sunday 

8:00am Holy Eucharist Rite One 

10:00am Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
 
Wednesday 

7:00am Morning Prayer 

12:00pm Holy Eucharist with Healing Prayers 

The Vestry 
 

Belinda Palmer, Senior Warden 
Shanna Paul, Junior Warden 
Peggy McKillip, Secretary
Leslie Weigel, Treasurer 

Hamp Moore, Asst. Treasurer 
Mark Eastin, Asst. Treasurer 

Seven Parish Ministry Areas 

And Vestry Member Liaisons 

 

Worship 

David Lee

Learn 

Christian Formation 

Mike Harper & Linda Mitchell

 

Grow 

Congregational Development 

Jim Dale, Paula Maier & Scarlett 

Winters

Radiate 

Fellowship 

Troy Puckett & Belinda Palmer

 

Radiate 

Outreach 

 Peggy McKillip & Brenda 

Willoughby

Radiate 

Pastoral Care 

John Carter

 

Administration 

Shanna Paul

Christ Episcopal Church 

is a community of 

Christ’s servants who seek to — 

Worship God with joy and wonder, 

Learn and Grow together, and 

Radiate God’s love to all. 

2023 Class

Mike Harper

Peggy McKillip

Paula Maier

Scarlett Winters 

2022 Class

Linda Mitchell

Belinda Palmer

Shanna Paul

Troy Puckett 

Clergy And Staff 

The Reverend Dr. Steven J. Pankey 
Rector 

steve@cecbg.com 
 
The Very Reverend Rebecca Kello 
Associate Rector,

Chaplain to the Episcopal Campus Ministry 

at WKU

Dean of the Four Rivers Deanery

becca@cecbg.com 
 
The Venerable Kellie Mysinger 
Deacon

Archdeacon of the Diocese of Kentucky 

kellie@cecbg.com
  
The Reverend Dr. Ken Casey 
Deacon 

kencasey@cecbg.com
 
Vonda Garringer
Parish Administrator

vonda@cecbg.com 

C. Kenneth Stein 
Director of Music and Organist 

ken@cecbg.com 

Karen (Kai) Crabtree 
Director of Youth & Online Communications 

karen@cecbg.com 

Kate Cline
Director of Children’s Faith Formation

kate@cecbg.com 

2024Class

John Carter

Jim Dale  

David Lee

Brenda Willoughby


